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was. Natural growth stopped dead,
and the great art of designing buildings
was reduced to a state of utter stagna-
tion. It was in Italy that people first
tired of this utter sameness, and the
Gothic style was revived in that
country. Then the revival spread north
of the Alps ; and, by degrees, all over
Western Europe. But the revivalists,
brought with them much of the Classic
Style, and there are many famous
buildings of the eighteenth century in
which we can see this mingling of the
two styles. At any rate, the old
stagnation was ended, and to-day there
is no art more progressive than that of
architecture.

London's Best Buildings.

Apart from St. Paul's, the two finest
buildings in London, are the Houses
of Parliament and Greenwich Hospital

A distinguished Frenchman visiting
England once said : " You English are
curious people. You put your poor
into palaces and your princes into poor
houses." The palace to which he
referred was Greenwich Hospital, built
as a home for old sailors, while the
" poor house " was, of course, Buck-
ingham Palace, which, though it has
now been re-fronted, is certainly a very
ugly building. Greenwich Hospital's
west wing was built from the designs of
the famous Inigo Jones, and the rest
of the building had as architect Wren
himself. Although the four separate
blocks are of different heights, the
general effect as seen from the river is
very fine indeed.

The Houses of Parliament at West-
minster were built to the design of Sir
Charles Barry. In 1834 a workman
having been ordered to destroy some
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Greenwich Hospital, portions of which are here seen, stands on the banks of the Thames some
five miles below London Bridge on a site once occupied by a royal palace. The present building
was begun in the reign of Charles II., and some of the designs were by Inigo Jones, an English
architect who travelled widely and introduced the Palladian style, so called after Andrea
Palladio. Later portions of these buildings were designed by Sir Christopher Wren, who
planned the present St. Paul's Cathedral and many of the City of London Churches.